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1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 7 and 8 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 30 July 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) la All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 10/125.550 . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 


* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jonathan Schereron 1/21/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

1 . In claim 7, line 8, change "a superior extremity" to -an upper outer surface 
of the sphere-. 

2. In claim 7, line 13, change "a lightning rod" to -the lightning rod-. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 7 and 8 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Re claims 7-8, prior arts do not teach or suggest the combination of a sphere for 
line signalization with two semi-spheres with an outer surface of the sphere including an 
eyelet mounted at one end of a vertical shaft, with the shaft connected to a walrus-type 
connector inside the sphere for connection to the lightning rod cable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Medelius et al., Gumley (119), Gumley (213). and Fernandes are cited to show 
various components of a spherical conducting system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JInhee J Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-1977. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, Th and F at 6:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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